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Study 12.6 Objectives

The study objectives, established in RSP Section 12.6.1, are 
to:

• Inventory and document baseline aesthetic (e.g., visual, 
auditory) conditions within the Aesthetic Resources 
Study area. 

• Evaluate the potential effects to aesthetic resources 
that may result from construction and operation of the 
proposed Project. 
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Study 12.6 Status

Visual Resources
• Viewshed Modeling 
• Analysis Locations
• Baseline Data Collection
• Photosimulations

Soundscape
• Baseline Data Collection



10/23/2014 4

Study 12.6 Status – Viewshed Modelling
Denali Corridor Gold Creek Corridor

Reservoir Downriver from Dam

• No variances occurred in methods used to develop viewshed models
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Study 12.6 Status – Analysis Locations

• No variances occurred in methods used to select Analysis Locations
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Study 12.6 Status – Baseline Data Collection

• No variances occurred in methods used to conduct Plan review
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Study 12.6 Status – Baseline Data Collection

• No variances occurred in methods used to gather baseline data



10/23/2014 8

Study 12.6 Status – Baseline Data Collection

• No variances occurred in methods used to assess baseline data
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Study 12.6 Status - Soundscape

Variances
• No variances occurred in methods used to measure baseline 

soundscape

• Unattended long-term (LT) monitors -- minimum of 24 
continuous hours and up to a single week

• Attended short-term (ST) monitors-- deployed for 15-20 
minutes duration each. 
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Study 12.6 Status –
Assessment of Downriver Study Area

Methods
• Question-Answer approach to substantiating the downstream 

determination made in the June 2014 ISR Study 12.6. 

• For each question, a set of indicators was established to inform a 
response to each question. 

• Interdisciplinary Coordination -- Recreation Resources (Study 12.5), 
Recreation River Flow and Access (Study 12.7), the Fish and 
Aquatics Instream Flow (Study 8.5), Geomorphology (Study 6.5), 
Riparian Vegetation (Study 11.6), and Ice Processes (Study 7.6). 
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Study 12.6 Status –
Assessment of Downriver Study Area

Results  Based on  OS-1a and OS-1b
• Changes to river flow, stage, sediment load, and ice 

cover in the Lower River Segment would occur; however 
they are considered to be within the normal range of 
variability. 

• The Lower River Segment expected to remain a wide, 
low-gradient, braided, and turbid river.  

• River uses not expected to change; consequently there 
would be no shift in predominant viewer groups. 

• As such, extending the Aesthetics Resources Study 
downstream of Talkeetna is not warranted.
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Steps to Complete Study 12.6

To complete this study, AEA will implement the methods in the 
Study Plan except as described in Section 7.1.2. These activities 
include:
• Develop viewshed models for pre- and post-Project 

conditions of the inundation zone of the Susitna River to 
depict expected changes in viewshed areas (RSP Section 
12.6.4)

• Baseline data collection of basic landscape components (RSP 
Section 12.6.4)

• Complete Focus Groups (RSP Section 12.6.4)
• Produce photosimulations to illustrate the expected visibility 

of Project components (RSP Section 12.6.4)
• Modeling of Project sound levels to complete the soundscape 

analysis (RSP Section 12.6.4)
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Modifications to Study 12.6
• No modifications to the Study Plan methods are needed to complete 

the study and meet the Study Plan objectives. 

• However, the study area has changed from that described in the RSP 
(Section 12.6.3) with the addition of the Denali East Option road and 
transmission line corridor to the study area. 
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• Agencies
• CIRWG members and Ahtna
• Public

Licensing Participants Proposed Modifications to Study 12.6? 


