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APPENDIX 4.6-1 

WILDLIFE HABITAT SCORES 

  



Appendix 4.6-1. Wildlife habitat scores (summaries of rankings for seasonal food, cover, and reproduction [TES 1982]; higher 
scores indicate greater value1) for 116 species of birds and 30 species of mammals among cover types in the original Susitna 
Hydroelectric Project area.2 
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BIRDS 

Greater White-fronted Goose - - - - - - - - - 12 - - - - - - - - - - 1 

Snow Goose - - - - - - - - - 12 - - - - - - - - - - 3 

Canada Goose - - - - - - - - - 12 - - - - - - - - - - 2 

Trumpeter Swan - - - - - - - - - 15 - - - - - - - - - - 15 

Tundra Swan - - - - - - - - - 4 - - - - - - - - - - 12 

American Wigeon - - - - - - - - - 15 - - - - - - - - - 9 15 

Mallard - - - - - - - - - 15 - - - - - - - - - 9 15 

Northern Shoveler - - - - - - - - - 15 - - - - - - - - - 6 15 

Northern Pintail - - - - - - - - - 15 - - - - - - - - - 6 15 

Green-winged Teal - - - - - - - - - 15 - - - - - - - - - 11 15 

Greater Scaup - - - - - - - - - 11 - - - - - - - - - - 15 

Lesser Scaup - - - - - - - - - 11 - - - - - - - - - - 15 

Harlequin Duck - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 15 -  

Surf Scoter - - - - - - - - - 11 - - - - - - - - - - 15 

White-winged Scoter - - - - - - - - - 11 - - - - - - - - - - 12 
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Black Scoter - - - - - - - - - 11 - - - - - - - - - - 15 

Long-tailed Duck - - - - - - - - - 11 - - - - - - - - - - 15 

Bufflehead - - - - - - - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - 6 15 

Common Goldeneye - - - - - - - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - 6 15 

Barrow’s Goldeneye - - - - - - - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - 6 15 

Common Merganser - - - - - - - - - 11 - - - - - - - - - 15 12 

Red-breasted Merganser - - - - - - - - - 11 - - - - - - - - - 10 15 

Spruce Grouse - 4 - 18 4 4 4 21 21 - - - - 6 - - - - - - - 

Willow Ptarmigan 4 - 4 - - - - - - - 6 5 - 6 21 21 21 - - - - 

Rock Ptarmigan - - - - - - - - - - 17 17 15 - 21 21 21 - - - - 

White-tailed Ptarmigan - - - - - - - - - - 2 2 15 - 6 - - - 17 - - 

Pacific Loon - - - - - - - - - 3 - - - - - - - - - - 15 

Common Loon - - - - - - - - - 3 - - - - - - - - - - 15 

Horned Grebe - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 15 

Red-necked Grebe - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 15 

Bald Eagle - - - - - - 9 - - - - - - - - - - - - 6 6 

Northern Harrier - - - - - - - - - 15 15 15 2 - 9 9 9 9 - - - 

Sharp-shinned Hawk - 4 - 15 8 8 - 15 15 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Northern Goshawk - 3 - 6 19 19 12 19 19 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Red-tailed Hawk - 2 - 10 15 15 10 15 15 - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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Golden Eagle - - - - - - - - - - 4 4 6 - 4 2 2 - 6 - - 

American Kestrel - 15 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Merlin - 15 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Gyrfalcon - - - - - - - - - - 6 5 6 - 3 3 3 - - - - 

Sandhill Crane - - - - - - - - - 6 8 8 2 - - - - - - - - 

American Golden-Plover - - - - - - - - - - 15 15 15 - - - - - - - - 

Semipalmated Plover - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 

Spotted Sandpiper - - - - - - - - - 6 - - - - - - - - - - 2 

Wandering Tattler - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 - 

Greater Yellowlegs - - - - - - - - - 15 - - - - - - - - - - 2 

Lesser Yellowlegs - - - - - - - - - 15 - - - - - - - - - - 2 

Whimbrel - - - - - - - - - - 15 15 8 - - - - - - - - 

Least Sandpiper - - - - - - - - - - 15 15 10 - - - - - - - - 

Baird’s Sandpiper - - - - - - - - - - 15 15 15 - 4 - - - - - - 

Pectoral Sandpiper - - - - - - - - - 6 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Long-billed Dowitcher - - - - - - - - - 6 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Wilson’s Snipe 5 - 5 - - - - - - 15 - - - - - - - - - - - 

Red-necked Phalarope - - - - - - - - - 11 - - - - - - - - - - 15 

Bonaparte’s Gull - - - - - - - - - 8 - - - - - - - - - 2 13 

Mew Gull - - - - - - - - - 15 - - - - - - - - - 14 13 
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Herring Gull - - - - - - - - - 10 - - - - - - - - - 8 9 

Arctic Tern - - - - - - - - - 5 - - - - - - - - - 10 15 

Long-tailed Jaeger - - - - - - - - - - 15 15 15 - 2 2 2 - - - - 

Great Horned Owl - - - 13 21 21 8 21 21 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Short-eared Owl - - - - - - - - - - 15 15 4 - 2 2 2 5 - - - 

Boreal Owl - - - 21 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Belted Kingfisher - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 6 - 

Downy Woodpecker - 5 - 14 12 12 21 21 21 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Hairy Woodpecker - 5 - 14 12 12 21 21 21 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

American Three-toed Woodpecker 7 4 7 21 2 2 21 21 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Northern Flicker - 9 - 5 5 5 10 5 5 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Olive-sided Flycatcher 10 15 10 - - - - 5 5 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Alder Flycatcher - - - - - - - - - - - - - 15 - 10 10 15 - - - 

Say’s Phoebe - - - - - - - - - - - - 6 - - - - - - - - 

Northern Shrike 10 - 10 - - - - - - - - - - 3 - - - 3 - - - 

Gray Jay 14 7 14 21 6 6 10 21 21 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Black-billed Magpie 4 15 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 - - - 

Common Raven 3 3 3 - - - 5 - - - 8 8 6 - 4 4 4 6 - - - 

Horned Lark - - - - - - - - - - 11 11 15 - 5 - - - - - - 

Tree Swallow - 15 - - - - 10 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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Violet-green Swallow - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 - 6 6 

Bank Swallow - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 - 6 6 

Cliff Swallow - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 - - - 

Black-capped Chickadee - - - - 21 21 21 21 21 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Boreal Chickadee 21 7 21 21 7 7 - 21 21 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Brown Creeper - - - 15 - - 15 15 15 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

American Dipper - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 15 - 

Golden-crowned Kinglet - - - 15 - - - 10 10 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 15 15 15 15 4 4 4 15 15 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Arctic Warbler - 15 - - - - - - - - - - - 4 15 15 15 - - - - 

Northern Wheatear - - - - - - - - - - 4 4 15 - - - - - 15 - - 

Townsend’s Solitaire - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 - - - - - - - - 

Gray-cheeked Thrush 15 15 15 - - - 15 4 4 - - - - - - - - 5 - - - 

Swainson’s Thrush 10 15 10 15 15 15 15 15 15 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Hermit Thrush - - - 5 15 15 15 15 15 - - - - 15 - - - - - - - 

American Robin 15 15 15 5 10 10 10 10 10 - 4 4 4 10 2 3 3 - - - - 

Varied Thrush 5 4 5 15 15 15 15 15 15 - - - - 15 - - - - - - - 

American Pipit - - - - - - - - - - 8 8 15 - 4 - - - - - - 

Bohemian Waxwing 10 15 10 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Lapland Longspur - - - - - - - - - - 15 15 12 - 5 5 5 - 4 - - 
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Smith’s Longspur - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Snow Bunting - - - - - - - - - - 4 4 15 - - - - - 15 - - 

Orange-crowned Warbler 10 15 10 - 10 10 - 10 10 - - - - - 5 10 10 5 - - - 

Yellow Warbler - - - - 15 - - - - - - - - - - - - 10 - - - 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 15 10 15 15 - 15 15 15 15 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Blackpoll Warbler 15 15 15 - 15 15 15 10 10 - - - - - 4 4 4 - - - - 

Northern Waterthrush 5 10 5 - 5 5 15 5 5 12 - - - 5 - 4 4 15 - 6 2 

Wilson’s Warbler - 15 - - 15 15 15 15 15 - - - - 15 15 12 15 10 - - - 

American Tree Sparrow 15 15 15 - - - - - - - 5 5 3 4 15 15 15 4 - 4 6 

Savannah Sparrow 5 10 5 - - - - - - - 15 15 10 2 15 15 15 15 - - - 

Fox Sparrow 15 15 15 - 5 5 15 5 5 - - - - 15 4 4 5 10 - - - 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 5 - 5 - - - - - - - - - - - 5 15 15 15 - - - 

White-crowned Sparrow 15 15 15 - - - 10 - - - - - - 4 15 15 15 10 - - - 

Golden-crowned Sparrow - 15 - - - - - - - - - - 2 4 10 15 15 - - - - 

Dark-eyed Junco 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 12 12 - - - - 10 - - - - - - - 

Rusty Blackbird 15 15 15 - - - - - - 12 - - - 15 - - - 15 - 3 2 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch - - - - - - - - - - 4 4 14 - - - - - 15 - - 

Pine Grosbeak - 4 - 21 10 10 6 19 19 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

White-winged Crossbill 4 2 4 12 4 4 4 8 8 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Common Redpoll 12 17 12 7 19 19 17 19 19 - 10 10 7 11 15 15 15 5 - - - 



 
Cover Type 

Species 

 B
la

ck
 S

pr
uc

e 
W

oo
dl

an
d 

 

 W
hi

te
 S

pr
uc

e 
W

oo
dl

an
d 

 

 O
pe

n 
B

la
ck

 S
pr

uc
e 

F
or

es
t  

 O
pe

n 
W

hi
te

 S
pr

uc
e 

Fo
re

st
  

 O
pe

n 
B

ir
ch

 F
or

es
t  

 C
lo

se
d 

B
ir

ch
 F

or
es

t  

 B
al

sa
m

 P
op

la
r 

 F
or

es
t 

 O
pe

n 
M

ix
ed

 F
or

es
t  

 C
lo

se
d 

M
ix

ed
 F

or
es

t  

 W
et

 S
ed

ge
–G

ra
ss

  M
ea

do
w

 

 S
ed

ge
–G

ra
ss

 T
un

dr
a 

 

 S
ed

ge
–S

hr
ub

 T
un

dr
a 

 

 M
at

 a
nd

 C
us

hi
on

 T
un

dr
a 

 

 T
al

l S
hr

ub
  

 B
ir

ch
 S

hr
ub

  

 W
il

lo
w

 S
hr

ub
  

 M
ix

ed
 L

ow
 S

hr
ub

  

 G
ra

ss
la

nd
  

 R
oc

k 
 

 R
iv

er
  

 L
ak

e 
 

Pine Siskin - 2 - 12 4 4 - 8 8 - - - - 6 - - - - - - - 

MAMMALS 

Cinereus shrew 7 7 7 7 14 14 21 21 21 14 7 7 - 21 7 14 14 21 - - - 

Pygmy shrew - - 7 7 7 7 14 7 7 - - - - - - 7 7 7 - - - 

Dusky shrew 7 7 7 7 14 14 7 7 7 7 7 14 - 7 14 14 14 14 - - - 

Tundra shrew 14 14 7 7 7 7 14 7 7 7 7 14 - 7 21 7 7 21 4 - - 

Wolf 13 16 16 18 7 12 8 15 11 7 10 8 6 11 11 10 11 2 2 8 9 

Red fox 14 10 11 14 11 12 12 13 12 17 17 20 13 10 21 21 21 17 11 - - 

Lynx 14 21 7 6 14 17 17 21 15 4 5 6 2 13 6 20 9 3 7 - - 

River otter - - - - - - - - - 3 - - - - - - - - - 20 20 

Wolverine 12 15 14 15 7 7 7 11 7 7 10 15 18 16 13 13 14 7 18 7 - 

Marten 16 21 17 21 12 12 7 16 21 7 3 - - 12 - 8 3 - - - - 

Ermine 16 14 14 14 7 7 7 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 21 14 14 14 7 - - 

Least weasel 9 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 14 14 14 7 7 7 7 7 14 - - - 

Mink - - - - - - - - - 8 - - - - - - - - - 18 12 

Black bear 10 10 12 12 6 6 6 17 17 9 6 7 5 11 8 8 9 7 7 4 4 

Brown bear 8 8 8 8 7 7 5 8 7 9 8 7 10 11 10 10 10 7 9 2 2 

Moose 13 16 14 17 7 9 6 12 10 8 10 7 4 15 10 12 12 7 - 12 14 

Caribou 7 7 7 7 6 6 6 9 9 8 8 7 7 5 6 6 6 4 3 - - 
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Hoary marmot - - - - - - - - - - 6 6 6 - - - - - 12 - - 

Arctic ground squirrel - - - - - - - - - - 12 21 21 - 8 12 12 - 12 - - 

Red squirrel 7 7 14 21 7 7 11 14 14 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Beaver - - - - - - - - - 14 - - - - - - - - - 21 21 

Northern red-backed vole 14 14 21 14 7 7 14 14 14 - 7 7 - 14 14 14 14 6 4 - - 

Brown lemming 7 7 - - - - - - - 14 14 7 - - 4 - - - - - - 

Singing vole - - - - - - - - - - 14 21 7 - 12 14 14 - 8 - 

Root vole - - 7 - - - - - - 21 14 - - 7 - 14 14 21 - - - 

Meadow vole - - - - - - - - - 21 - - - 7 - 14 14 21 - - - 

Muskrat - - - - - - - - - 19 - - - - - - - - - 21 21 

Porcupine 7 7 7 17 19 19 9 14 14 - - - - 4 4 6 5 - 4 - - 

Collared pika - - - - - - - - - - 6 6 6 - - - - - 12 - - 

Snowshoe hare 7 7 9 9 9 9 14 7 7 - - - - 21 4 21 21 - - - - 

1 Totals of values ranging from 0 (not important) to 3 (most important) in each of 7 categories (food and cover in spring/early summer, late summer/fall, and winter; 
reproduction); the highest possible score for a habitat type is 21 and the lowest score is 1 (totals of zero were removed from the analysis). 

2 Within 16 km (10 mi) on each side of the Susitna River between Gold Creek and the Maclaren River. 

 




